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ABWE’S NEW PRESIDENT  

& 

WHERE WILL HE TAKE IT? 

Jude 1:3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was 

needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith 

which was once delivered unto the saints. 

Far be it to compare myself with Jude but the intention for this paper 

was to write an article concerning something other than what you are 

about to read. What brought about this change in direction? It came 

about when the Association of Baptists for World Evangelism (ABWE) 

announced they had hired a new president, Paul Davis.1   

Now, before we move further into this report it must be said that ABWE 

has been in the new-evangelical camp for years. Therefore, when 

ABWE was searching for a new president it is with all confidence that they only looked for a 

man within the new-evangelical camp.  

Hopefully, this report will be a wake-up call to many fundamental and conservative pastors 

and churches still supporting ABWE missionaries.  

First it is important to note Paul’s warning to the church elders at Ephesus in Acts 20:28 -30. 

Paul says ‘Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy 

Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his 

own blood. 29 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among 

you (these are the evangelists, speakers from Christian universities, colleges, seminaries, 

missionaries, mission agency staff, etc.), not sparing the flock.  30 Also of your own selves 

shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.’ The warning 

here is twofold, from those without and those from within who would seek to ‘draw away 

disciples after themselves’.  

In ABWEs introducing the public to the new president, ABWE said, Davis ‘…has sat on the 

ABWE Board since 2013 and serves as senior pastor at Calvary Baptist Church in Holland, 

MI’ and ‘will begin his tenure as president in November.’  

The year 2013? Hmmm, this was the year ABWE fired GRACE and hired Pii to investigate 

the handling or rather the mishandling of the paedophile Donn Ketcham. Therefore, the now 

new president would have been on the ABWE Board and involved in that new ongoing 

investigation. The following is from Pii’s timeline for the Donn Ketcham investigation during 

the years 2013-2014. 

‘02/06/2013, Professional Investigators International is contracted to undertake the Donn 

Ketcham Investigation for ABWE.  

02/07/2013, ABWE names Professional Investigators International (Pii) as the investigators 

for the Donn Ketcham case.  

                                                           
1 http://www.abwe.org/meet-our-president  

http://www.abwe.org/meet-our-president
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02/11/2013, E. Alan Cockrell receives a letter from G.R.A.C.E. stating that ABWE had 

flawed the investigation by failure to provide documents in a timely manner, if at all, and by 

failing to provide G.R.A.C.E. with access to critical witnesses associated with ABWE. 

Furthermore, G.R.A.C.E. states in this letter that the contractual breaches needlessly delayed 

the investigation and impaired their ability to fully evaluate ABWE’s response to the crimes 

perpetrated by Donn Ketcham.  

03/01/2013, E. Alan Cockrell, another ABWE member, and Robert Showers stated to the Pii 

investigative team that Donn Ketcham’s father had “long-time sexual addictions.”  

01/24/2014, Donn Ketcham and Pauline “Kitty” Ketcham meet with an adult victim/survivor 

and her husband in Iowa. Donn Ketcham apologizes for any untoward behavior toward her.’2    

Pii’s full report is a MUST read. It exposes ABWE’s cover-up of this adulterer, paedophile.3 

One might wonder why anyone who served on the ABWE Board before, during and after this 

time period would ever agree to be ABWE’s president! That person MUST have BROAD 

shoulders and other characteristics, to say the least! Due to the Ketcham scandal ABWE may 

have put together a child protection plan but it is questionable if anything has really changed 

at ABWE.  

Having served with 

ABWE overseas for 

fourteen years I 

know one thing that 

has changed at 

ABWE and that is 

what ABWE charges 

the missionary for 

the privilege of 

serving under 

ABWE! 

 

 

Now, having spent some years with ABWE I was interested to know more about the new 

president. The move into new-evangelicalism came about at a rapid pace under the watch of 

Wendell Kempton as did the cover-up of paedophile Donn Ketcham! Therefore, as ABWE 

was already in bed with new-evangelicals I was 

curious to see where the new president was in his 

affiliations. Thus, a visit to the Calvary Baptist 

Church website in Holland, MI where he 

pastored was a good place to begin4.   

Hence, it was not a total surprise to read that 

Calvary Baptist Church, where the new ABWE 

                                                           
2 https://sadsaga.files.wordpress.com/2016/05/2016-04-15-abwe-ketcham-final-report3.pdf pp. 78,79.  
3 https://sadsaga.files.wordpress.com/2016/05/2016-04-15-abwe-ketcham-final-report3.pdf  
4 https://www.calvaryb.org/  

https://sadsaga.files.wordpress.com/2016/05/2016-04-15-abwe-ketcham-final-report3.pdf
https://sadsaga.files.wordpress.com/2016/05/2016-04-15-abwe-ketcham-final-report3.pdf
https://www.calvaryb.org/
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president was still pastor, was sponsoring a week end with special speaker, Donald S. 

Whitney.  

Donald S. Whitney? Now, who is Donald S. Whitney? The name sounded familiar and when 

his name is put into google the first thing that appears is that Whitney is professor of Biblical 

Spirituality at The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, KY where Calvinist 

Albert Mohler is president. Whitney’s bio reads that he ‘…came to Southern from Midwestern 

Baptist Theological Seminary, where he was associate professor of spiritual formation for 10 

years. He has authored six books, including Spiritual Disciplines for the Christian Life, and is 

a popular conference speaker, especially on personal and congregational spirituality. He served 

in pastoral ministry for 24 years.’5 NOTE, Whitney taught spiritual formation at Mid-Western 

before going to Southern to teach Biblical Spirituality! At this point of time ‘The spiritual 

formation movement is spreading rapidly throughout the Christian community. The concept of 

being formed spiritually is not wrong in itself, but many practices that accompany the 

movement miss the mark. Often, mystic rituals do not glorify the true God but can instead lead 

us into dangerous spritualism.’6 

Why did ABWE’s new president, Paul Davis, invite an SBC Seminary professor and a 

Southern Baptist church member to teach his people? Remember what Paul said in Acts 20: 

28-30? With Paul’s statement in mind it was thought-provoking to read what philosopher and 

Southern Baptist ordained minister Dallas Willard said as to why he left the ministry to study 

philosophy.  Willard said ‘…that when he left the ministry to study philosophy in the early 

1960s, God told him, "If you stay in the churches, the university will be closed to you; but if 

you stay in the university, the churches will be open to you."7 Do you get the significance of 

what Willard was saying?!  

Now, Paul Davis, the new president of ABWE, should feel right at home at ABWE who has 

been flirting with the SBC for several years.8 In fact ABWE is no longer flirting but is in bed 

with the SBC for ABWE now has several missionaries either supported by or sent out from 

SBC churches. 

The article on the ABWE website goes on to say ‘The ABWE Board believes that God has 

prepared Pastor Davis throughout his life experiences to help lead ABWE into a new era of 

ministry impact (Emphasis added).9 

                                                           
5 http://www.sbts.edu/academics/faculty/donald-s-whitney/  
6 http://amazingdiscoveries.org/S-deception_Spiritual_Formation_movement_Oakland  
7 http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2006/september/27.45.html  
8 http://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2008/may/contextualization-fundamentalists-modernists-
abwe-and.html  
9 http://www.abwe.org/meet-our-president  

http://www.sbts.edu/academics/faculty/donald-s-whitney/
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/S-deception_Spiritual_Formation_movement_Oakland
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2006/september/27.45.html
http://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2008/may/contextualization-fundamentalists-modernists-abwe-and.html
http://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2008/may/contextualization-fundamentalists-modernists-abwe-and.html
http://www.abwe.org/meet-our-president
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So, where will Davis lead ABWE? Well, if he had Donald S. Whitney, a Southern Baptist 

Seminary professor and SBC former pastor and a SBC church member, in to speak to his church 

people on Spirituality who else will Davis invite to the ABWE home office to speak and teach 

at ABWE missionary seminars? ABWE has already had SBC Ed Stetzer in several times to 

teach so the door has already been opened and with Paul Davis now at the helm it would seem 

a closer walk with the SBC crowd will surely result. Therefore, for those pastors and churches 

not wishing to be aligned with new-evangelicals and spiritual contemplative mysticism it 

would behove them to continue reading and then act.  

DONALD S. WHITNEY 

Now, not only is Whitney a professor of Biblical Spirituality at Calvinist 

SBC’s The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary but he has authored 

at least six books based primarily around the subject of spirituality and 

these books are influencing many within evangelical churches and Bible 

colleges.  

Therefore, it should be asked ‘Are Whitney’s books and teachings dangerous?’ As David Cloud 

says ‘…Whitney’s book Spiritual Disciplines for the Christian Life is a bridge to contemplative 

mysticism’.10 In the same article David Cloud says ‘Though Whitney himself emphasizes the 

supremacy and authority of Scripture, he favorably and repeatedly quotes mystics Richard 

Foster and Dallas Willard who have moved far beyond biblical simplicity.’11  

David Cloud’s conclusion is worth noting and that is ‘In some ways, “conservative 

evangelicals” like Donald Whitney and Ed Stetzer are more dangerous than the Richard Fosters 

and Dallas Willards and Rick Warrens, because they are bridges to the treacherous spiritual 

waters represented by the latter names. They are bridges because they blatantly and 

presumptuously refuse to practice biblical separation and instead of reproving heretics in no 

uncertain terms they recommend their writings.’12 Bridges usually lead somewhere and in this 

case further from the truth of Scripture! 

However, let’s consider, does Whitney’s quoting Richard Foster and Dallas Willard make the 

total content of his books null and void? Pastor Gary E. Gilley states concerning Whitney that 

‘On the one hand we must avoid guilt by association. His use of some of the buzzwords found 

within the unbiblical Spiritual Formation movement may be questionable but does not 

definitively mean that he is saying the same thing. For example Jay Adams wrote a little book 

called Godliness Through Discipline and Kent Hughes wrote The Disciplines of a Godly 

Man and yet neither man has been linked to the Roman Catholic understanding of spiritual 

disciplines. In a private conversation with Whitney he told me he has written against mysticism 

and does not link arms with Rome. We must also recognize that because he quotes questionable 

sources, even in favorable ways, does not necessarily imply that he agrees with all they teach. 

For example, he often quotes Richard Foster and Dallas Willard even though he differs 

significantly with much of their theology. And there is nothing to quibble with concerning the 

                                                           
10 https://www.wayoflife.org/reports/Donald_Whitney.html  
11 Ibid. 
12 Ibid.  

https://www.wayoflife.org/reports/Donald_Whitney.html
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quotes he lifts from these men. We must be careful to hear out an author like Whitney and 

determine what he is really saying.’13  

However, Pastor Gilley then makes the point that ‘On the other hand, we cannot dismiss too lightly 

Whitney’s favorable endorsement of men such as Foster and Willard. Where I would find 

virtually nothing of value in Foster, and a lot that is dangerous, Whitney sees much that is 

helpful. For instance he speaks of the “great contribution” of Foster’s Celebration of 

Discipline (p. 23). J. I. Packer in the foreword tells of Foster’s ringing the bell concerning the 

spiritual disciplines as “a happy thing.” Quoting Carl Lundquist we are informed that by the 

closure of the New Testament the church had four spiritual disciplines: prayer, Bible study, the 

Lord’s Supper and small cell groups. For argument’s sake let’s grant this. If so, should not the 

New Testament believer stop where the New Testament does? When we layer the Scriptures 

with our man-made traditions do we not invalidate the Scriptures (Matt 15:1-8)? But Lundquist 

tells us that “the medieval mystics wrote about nine disciplines clustered around three 

experiences: purgation of sin, enlightenment of the Spirit and union with God” (p. 66). 

Lundquist is correct, the mystics did exactly this, using the same three steps or experiences 

found in all forms of mysticism—but this is a bad thing. It is bad because there is nothing like 

it taught in Scripture and, therefore, it certainly cannot be the key to our spiritual lives. 

Mysticism is something that should be exposed and rejected—and it was by the Reformers and 

their followers, until Richard Foster wrote his book. But Lindquist, and apparently Whitney, 

does not see Foster’s teaching on these subjects as unbiblical and dangerous, as Lundquist goes 

on to state, “Today Richard Foster’s book, Celebration of Discipline, lists twelve disciplines—

all of them relevant to the contemporary Christian.” Foster clearly builds off the mystics—he 

even ups them by three disciplines. In all, Whitney quotes Foster six times and his spiritual 

twin, Dallas Willard, six times as well. As already mentioned, none of the quotes is wrong in 

itself. Yet it is disconcerting to say the least that not one mention is given of where these men 

are trying to lead the church—straight to Roman Catholic mysticism. I find this troubling. If 

Whitney is not promoting Foster’s mysticism why does he not distance himself? Instead Foster 

and Willard and their cronies are quoted as experts on spiritual disciplines.14  

  

In concluding his remarks concerning Whitney’s Spiritual Disciplines Pastor Gilley says ‘I do 

take exception with what I call Whitney’s “soft mysticism.” He writes often of “hearing the 

voice of God” and the like (pp. 44, 179, 184, 186, 193, 194, 195, 236, 237). By this the author 

means the inner voice, the prompting, and the inner “still, small voice of God.” I find no 

example or instruction in the Word concerning such inner voices.  

So I must give Spiritual Disciplines for the Christian Life a mixed review. There is much to 

commend and any Christian will profit from the vast majority of the book. But Whitney’s link 

with Foster and company is deeply disturbing. It is as if he leads his reader right to the threshold 

of the corrupting influence of classical mysticism and then pulls back—without explanation. If 

he agrees with Foster’s brand of mysticism I would like him to say so. But if not, I need 

                                                           
13 http://apprising.org/2008/09/15/book-review-spiritual-disciplines-for-the-christian-life-by-donald-s-
whitney/         
14 Ibid.  

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2015.1-8
http://apprising.org/2008/09/15/book-review-spiritual-disciplines-for-the-christian-life-by-donald-s-whitney/
http://apprising.org/2008/09/15/book-review-spiritual-disciplines-for-the-christian-life-by-donald-s-whitney/
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clarification.15 SOFT MYSTICISM! Is this something that will soon be promoted at ABWE if 

it isn’t already! 

Another observes that ‘‘The danger in Whitney’s view is that it begins to create rules or laws 

that the Bible never promises would benefit the believer.’16 

Both Dallas Willard and Richard Foster were mentioned by Cloud and Gilley and these two 

men have contributed heavily to that which has become known as Spiritual Formation or 

Spirituality. However, for time17 this report will consider only SBC Dallas Willard and those 

interested may research Quaker Richard Foster on their own.   

DALLAS WILLARD - September 4, 1935 - May 8, 2013 

Willard’s education included Tennessee Temple, Chattanooga, TN18 as well as 

‘Baylor University (B.A., 1957, Philosophy and Religion); and his Graduate 

education was at Baylor University and the University of Wisconsin (Ph. D., 1964: 

Major in Philosophy, Minor in the History of Science).’19 In fact he and his wife 

‘…met in the library at Tennessee Temple University in Chattanooga. She was a popular, 

blonde music major. He was a favorite of professors.’20 We must remember we cannot always 

blame the school for the direction its students take. 

It was in the very early days of their marriage ‘…Willard had an early experience that set him 

on his life course. He and Jane had prayed to fully surrender their lives to Christ during a 

campus service at Tennessee Temple University. Afterward, R. R. Brown was laying hands 

on Willard and praying over him. Jane says Willard lost consciousness, later describing the 

experience as being enveloped in a cloud. A spiritual reality became tangible for Willard in 

that moment. (Emphasis added)’21    

Dallas Willard’s association with Richard Foster began in ‘a little Quaker church in the San 

Fernando Valley that the Willards attended in the 1970s. The founder of the Renovaré 

movement, Richard Foster, was the pastor. Willard led singing, and Jane played the organ. "I 

was fresh out of seminary and ready to conquer the world," Foster recalls. "Dallas was so 

patient with me. He really, in a way, pastored from the pew. … When I would teach, folks 

might come, but when Dallas taught, they brought their tape recorders. We all did." Foster 

recalls sensing that they were "onto something big" when Willard taught through the Book of 

Matthew.’22 Just as Willard had an influential impact on Foster so did Foster on Willard.  

Bob DeWaay of Critical Issues Commentary says ‘Southern Seminary has some great 

theologians whom I admire. Included in this list is the president Albert Mohler, as well as 

theologians Thomas Schriener and Bruce Ware. But now the seminary is offering a Ph.D. in 

"Spirituality" under the guidance of Donald Whitney,15 and this is a tragic development. I hope 

                                                           
15 Ibid.  
16 http://theocast.org/the-biblical-and-historical-problems-with-spiritual-disciplines-part-1-notes/  
17 Both men were to included be included but the report would have become a book rather than a report. 
18 http://www.stateuniversity.com/universities/TN/Tennessee_Temple_University.html         

 
19 http://www.dwillard.org/biography/default.asp  
20 http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2006/september/27.45.html?start=5  
21 http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2006/september/27.45.html?start=6  
22 http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2006/september/27.45.html?start=3  

http://cicministry.org/commentary/issue111.htm#_edn15
http://theocast.org/the-biblical-and-historical-problems-with-spiritual-disciplines-part-1-notes/
http://www.stateuniversity.com/universities/TN/Tennessee_Temple_University.html
http://www.dwillard.org/biography/default.asp
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2006/september/27.45.html?start=5
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2006/september/27.45.html?start=6
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2006/september/27.45.html?start=3
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I have demonstrated why Whitney's theology is faulty and damaging to those who believe it. It 

would be far more at home in a Methodist university grounded in Wesley's idea of holiness 

through method. 

If the leadership of Southern Seminary cannot see what is wrong with Whitney's theology and 

practice, then I can no longer recommend it (as I have in the past). If this article falls into the 

hands of any of these men, please seriously consider my arguments. I would welcome a rebuttal 

if you wish to offer one. Bringing spiritual disciplines into our movement to supplement the 

means of grace will do irreparable harm in the long run. 

Reformed theology exists to resist the processes that led Luther to despair as he tried every 

practice the church had to offer for achieving holiness. In his despair Luther found in the 

Scriptures the truth that salvation is from God as a gift of grace alone. He taught that the Holy 

Spirit comes to us through the Word, and he rebuked the "enthusiasts" (as did Calvin) who 

claimed some inner "word" that was directly infused by God. Luther countered that the 

"external" word alone (i.e., that which comes through Scripture) was God speaking. The means 

of grace, for Luther, were also the Word coming to us. He considered baptism and the Lord's 

Supper visible manifestations of the gospel. 

By Lutheran and Reformed standards, Donald Whitney is an "enthusiast." He has taken it upon 

himself to bind Christians to practices not taught in Scripture. He has promised that there is an 

internal word that we can learn and follow as the voice of God. He strongly implies that we 

begin by grace through faith and proceed by works. He offers processes that tell us "do more 

and try harder" and little hope that is external to us (i.e., the promise of God). This is deficient 

theology by Reformed standards. I would not allow this to be taught in a Sunday School class 

in our church. Why is it a degree program offered in a prestigious seminary?’23 

CONCLUSION 

Yes, almost ‘everything falls or rises on leadership’ so, where will Paul Davis lead ABWE? 

There are at least three areas into which Davis may eventually lead ABWE and they are; 

1. A closer cooperation with the Southern Baptist Convention and its schools and 

churches.  

2. A move into what Pastor Gilley called ‘soft mysticism’. 

3. This soft mysticism under the heading of Biblical Spirituality or Spiritual Formation 

will eventually lead ABWE into the emergent church movement. 

Pastors, wake up!   

  

                                                           
23 http://cicministry.org/commentary/issue111.htm  

http://cicministry.org/commentary/issue111.htm

